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THE  crowning  of  the   "May  Queen"   became  a 
great  attraction.     At   first  it  was  a  very  simple 
ceremony,  but  is  has  grown  to  such  vast  propor- 
tions that  on  May  Day  it  is  not  unusual  for  our  own 
five  to  six  thousand  inhabitants  to  be 
swollen   to   thirty   or    forty   thousand. 
Again,    it    has    become,    since    Mrs. 
Gaskell  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  grave- 
yard of  Brook  Street  Chapel  in  1865, 
a   place    of    pilgrimage   to    thousands 
of    lovers    of    Mrs.    Gaskell's    works, 
especially     as    the     original     of    her 
Cranford     was     Knutsford,     and 
depicted    life    in    this    small    country 
town  about   the  year   1836. 
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The  first  record  of  a  May  Pole 
dance  in  these  parts  states  that  it  was  held  at 
Rostherne  in  the  sixteenth  century  ;  much  to  the 
annoyance  of  Vicar  Adam  Martindale,  that  his  wife 
took  a  framing  saw  and  cut  down  the  pole. 

Most  lovers  of  rural  England  are  familiar  with  the 
Elizabethan  half-timbered  buildings,  but  where  else 
can  such  a  fine  collection  of  magnificent  old  halls 
and  mansions  be  found  than  within  a  short  radius  of 
Knutsford.  A  short  motor  run  brings  one  to  Moreton 
Hall  (1550-1559),  one  of  the  finest  examples  of 
Elizabethan  architecture. 

There  are  also  many  picturesque  churches  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  one  of  the  most  interesting,  and 
at  the  same  time  one  of  the  easiest  to  reach  from 
Knutsford,  is  Lower  Peover.  It  is  one  of  the  very 
few  old  black  and  white  churches,  and  lies  about 
three  or  four  miles  from  Knutsford  ;  the  walk  across 
Toft  Park  is  extremely  delightful. 

The  artist  in  search  of  the  picturesque  needs  go 
no  farther  than  the  old  coachway  of  the  "Royal 
George,"  but  a  stroll  through  the  quaint  old  town — 
where  the  ancient  jostles  the  modern — will  provide 
him  with  all  the  material  he  could  desire. 
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KNUTSFORD      was      the      "  Hollingford  '       of 
Wives    and  Daughters;    the    "Duncombe"    of 
Mrs.  Harrison's  Confessions  ;  the  "Eltham"  of 
Cousin    Phillis;   the    "Hamley"   of  A   Dark 

and  the  "Barford"  of  The  Squire's  btory. 


The  "George"  is  mentioned  by  Mrs.  Gaskell  in 
many  of  her  stories.  In  Cran/orc/,  Signer  Brunoni 
performed  his  wonderful  tricks  at  the  Assembly 
Room  at  the  "George,"  which  had  been  added  to 
the  inn  about  a  hundred  years  before  by  the  different 
county  families  who  met  together  there  once  a  month 
during  the  winter  to  dance  and  play  at  cards."  Miss 
Pole  "strolled"  into  the  "George"  in  search  of  her 
glove  and  incidentally  for  any  information  she  might 
glean  of  the  mysterious  Signer  Brunoni. 

Miss  Matty's  tea  shop  is  now  a  chemists,  being 
situated  in  the  upper  street  opposite  to  the  entrance 
of  the  George  Hotel  yard.  In  this  curious  Assembly 
Room,  with  its  massive  chandeliers  and  its  tiny 
musicians'  gallery,  we  can,  in  imagination,  see  Miss 
Matty  and  Miss  Forrester  "bridle"  up  as  they  enter 
and  "walk  mincingly  up  the  room." 

In  Wives  and  Daughters,  it  was  the  "George"  to 
which  Roger  Hamley  ran  in  order  to  catch  the  London 
coach  when  Ruth  caught  a  glimpse  of  him  from  the 
attic  of  what  is  now  called  Hollingford  House. 

In  A  Dark  Night's  Work,  which  is  issued  with 
Cousin  Phillis  in  the  Knutsford  edition  of  Mrs. 
Gaskell's  works,  Edward  Wilkins  attended  the 
Hamley  Assembly  which  was  so  exclusive  "that 
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THE  HISTORIC  ROYAL  GEORGE  HOTEL. 

THE  George  Inn,  as  it  used  to  be  simply  called, 
or  the    "Royal   George"    as    it   became  known 
after  the  visit  of  the  Duchess  of  Kent  and  the 
young  Princess  Victoria,  is  an  ancient  hostelry  in  the 
centre  of  old-world  Knutsford. 

The  "  Royal  George  "  Hotel  has  an  ancient 
appearance  with  its  old  coachway  and  ample  out- 
buildings to  provide  stabling  and  garage.  The  interior 
is  still  more  interesting,  with  its  wide  oak  staircase  at 
the  head  of  which  are  to  be  found  one  of  the  many 
ancient  clocks,  a  black  shining  old  oak  table  and  a 
few  chairs  artistically  carved.  The  house  is  roomy 
and  comfortable,  with  many  excellent  rooms  in  which 
can  be  found  scarce  examples  of  old  English  furniture. 

The  "Royal  George"  Hotel  is  not  only  old-world, 
it  has  been  improved  by  the  introduction  of  up-to-date 
conveniences  of  a  modern  hotel,  but  still  retains  the 
glories  of  the  old  coaching  inn.  Among  the  rooms 
there  are  several  of  historical  interest.  The  Queen 
Victoria  bedroom  is  the  actual  room  in  which  the 
Princess  Victoria  slept  on  the  occasion  of  her  visit  to 
the  "George"  with  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  and  much 
of  the  original  furniture  has  been  preserved. 

Dinner  and  tea  dances  are  provided  at  week-ends, 
and    guests   dance   to    the   Hotel's   Royal   Georgeian 
Dance  Orchestra.    The  "Royal  George"  is  the  ideal 
place  for  a  sojourn  and 
for  those  who  wish  to  get 
away  from  the  anxieties 
of    present-day     life     in 
towns. 


Christmas  Festivities 
at  the  Royal  George 
Hotel  attract  people 
from  every  part  of  the 
country — no  finer  setting 
for  Yuletide  revels  can 
be  imagined. 


The  Quten   Victoria  BtJroom. 
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Within   a  Five  Mile  Radius 

PLACES  OF  INTEREST  NEAR 
THE  ROYAL  GEORGE. 


Host:  GODFREY  G.  LEIGHTON. 


Telephone  No.  Knutsford  122. 


24  Hours  Service. 
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